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open end

The project encompassed the design of a substantial rear 

extension to the rear of an Edwardian detached house.  While 

the form of the building envelope was defined as a neutral 

rectilinear container, the elevations and roof plan were 

carefully composed, so as to make abstracted reference to 

the existing building.

A sense of spatial continuity is heightened by the correlation 

of external and internal floor levels at the threshold. 

Conversely, changes in internal floor and ceiling levels define 

the boundaries between different zones of the open plan 

space.  In order to evoke the open-ended character of a 

building in construction, the articulation of the external doors 

gives the appearance of the absence of a component of the 

building.

The scheme also encompassed significant refurbishment 

throughout the remainder of the house and these elements 

are treated as displaced parts of a notional whole project, of 

which the extension is the predominant manifestation.
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solid roof glazing

W-03-02
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300 equal equal equal

brickwork nib to Room 02

width of roof glazing to match 
sliding & folding doors

galvanised steel capping (20mm overlap to front 
face)

lead flashing

rigid insulation board

ply

lead flashing to existing brickwork

double glazed unit with stepped section for drip line

silicone to lead flashing

timber decking on timber

ply

expanable metal lathe

concealed drip line channel adjacent to recessed door track

white painted cement render

recessed door track

gravel to conceal treated hardwood door sill

brickwork with DPC to sill
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tabula rasa

The apartment occupies the ground floor of a mid-twentieth 

century semi-detached house.   The floor plan has been 

rearranged to create the impression of a single large open-plan 

space.  This space is structured around two large volumes, 

containing respectively the kitchen, bathroom and utility area; and 

the second bedroom and a shower room.

The original door and window openings to the rear of the building 

are enlarged down to the floor to create two fully glazed sliding 

doors.  These doors lead on to a timber-decked terrace, set at the 

same floor level to create a strong relationship between interior 

and exterior.

The frames of the sliding doors are concealed, framing painterly 

views of the garden to the rear and contributing to an impression 

that the works may not be completed.  A patchwork of floorboards 

and the use of utilitarian floodlamps heighten the impression of 

the project as a work in progress.

W-04-01



smoke and mirrors

The bar proposal, for a client of Tyler 
Brule's Winkreative agency, takes as its 
starting point the Karntner Bar in Vienna, 
designed by Adolf Loos in the early years of 
the Twentieth Century.  The new bar 
attempts to give physical form to the 
perceived space in Loos's scheme.  Where 
in the Karntner Bar high-level mirrors 
create the illusion that the bar is only a 
small room within a much larger space, the 
form of these connected spaces is 
speculated upon to provide the other areas 
required by the new brief.

The actions of mirroring, repetition, 
layering and illusion are deployed to 
determine the layout of these new 
spaces. This design methodology also 
provides a mechanism for reconfiguring 
the scheme to different locations, 
allowing for arrangements of different 
sizes and horizontal or vertical 
(basement and ground floor) layouts.

The spatial development and material 
palette also reflects the Middle Eastern 
associations of the client.

plan

section
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cafe bar

lounge bar

kitchen

reception / coats

bathrooms

entry

outdoor seating

cafe barlounge bar




