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The underside of the existing roof form is battened to

conceal its structure and clad with birch-faced
plywood so as to appear as a single, folded, abstract
surface. Only two of the new structural steels are

visible below the form, creating an uncanny

appearance as they are clearly inadequate to support

the load. Rooflight openings are detailed so as to
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conceal their frames, supporting the sculptural

‘} appearance of the overall form. White rectilinear

walls enclose the rooms and are detailed to appear to
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@\‘ m /. ' :"} ﬂ . terminate just below the timber-clad form. Where the

\ J‘ 1 new forms meet the existing ‘found object' building,
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brick and floor plates are exposed.

n The new space provides two bedrooms, a casual

i living space and a shower room. Glimpsed views

“‘ between the spaces create the impression of a

loosely divided single open-plan space. A sliding and

folding window to the rear bedroom provides

panoramic views over the garden.
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sleeper

Galvanised steel and aluminium insertions to the rear elevation of

this Victorian terrace house reference the immediately adjacent

railway lines. A full-height opening to one of the upper levels

frames views of railway tracks, industrial staircases and platforms

through a metallic door and balcony. Spatially, the scheme

responds to the railway lines through the analogy of an urban river.
Views of the tracks are framed to provide vistas and glimpses of

passing trains and the timber-clad terrace, walls and decking to the
rear reinforce a nautical reading. Raw concrete with exposed shell

aggregate to the courtyard further supports this interpretation, while

also further referencing the industrial context.

Internally the entire house is reconfigured to provide modern,
generally open-plan spaces. This strategy is most evident in the

ground floor and this vocabulary of free-standing planes and

interlocking pods is deployed to varying degrees throughout the

other floors of the building.
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landscraper

Roof glazing frames a view of the mass of the upper floors of the
house hovering over the new space. Concealed structure transfers
the weight of the existing building, the absence of visible structure
giving the space a hyperbolic sense of both lightness and strength.
From the other approach to the space this roof glazing is positioned
so that it is concealed from view, giving the impression that the

building is open to the elements like the garden space to the rear.

The material presence of the building is visually reduced to the
planes of the ceiling and two walls, while the floor material reads as
a continuation of the landscaping. From the upper levels of the
house, the decking to the rear of the courtyard reads as a
background repetition of the timber cladding that gives a sculptural
quality to the roof, further dematerializing the building into the

landscaping.






