WILLIAM TOZER

architecture & design

ARB architect RIBA chartered

first floor 33 d'arblay street london wif 8eu

t +44 (0)20 7734 6055 f +44 (0)20 7437 7775
enquiries@wtad.co.uk  www.wtad.co.uk

composite house

A selection of spatial and formal devices developed
individually in a number of preceding projects are
redeployed here in a single composite arrangement.
The project can be read as an autonomous
composition, but also makes reference to the projects

through which its components were serially developed.

The new subterranean level is connected to the interior
of the existing house through two double-height
spaces, and to the exterior by an internal courtyard.
One of the double-height spaces provides a visual and
spatial connection to the ground floor, while the other
permits views into the dining and kitchen spaces from
the galleried living space above. The courtyard blurs
the distinction between interior and exterior, and can
be appropriated into either the dining space or study, or

both.

To both the interior and exterior, the incisive additions
are articulated as abstract white planes and volumes

that envelop and pass through the original building.
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interior street

Inspired by the street food and tapas bars of Madrid, the stone
floor continues the material of the adjoining pavement into the
shop. The material palette of timber and stone also recalls the
traditional tapas bar, but the oak and yorkstone are particular to its

English setting. The modern interior is positioned inside a Listed

Georgian building, and the original features are preserved in their

current state, as a register of the site's history.

The service and preparation counters are articulated as
free-standing tables so as to further evoke the character of street

food. Similarly, the linear placement of the tables supports a

reading of the shop as an interiorised laneway. The fixtures and
fittings are articulated as furnishings, enhancing the illusion of the
shop-fittings as ready-mades. The spacing of the hanging light

fittings establishes a rhythm beyond the dimensions of the interior,

accentuating spatial connections with the street.
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karntner house

A modern central volume containing the kitchen and wardrobes is
located in the middle of an open-plan space, which is treated as

an historical found object.

Doors separating the bedroom, fire lobby and kitchen are
concealed to heighten the sense of a single open space. This
impression is reinforced by mirrors above the kitchen and
wardrobe volume, which reflect the adjacent ceiling and structure.
Three ceiling levels and two floor levels define the separate zones
of the open plan space and reinforce the distinct character of

each.

The original Edwardian windows, floorboards, chimneys, columns
and beams are retained but re-presented as preserved relics.
White dye and oil to the floorboards captures the appearance of
the raw sanded timber. The white lacquer finish of the kitchen and
wardrobe volume gives the impression of a single massive and
planar solid, which reveals its stainless steel core when incised to

form work-surfaces and handles.




