passagewsy betweern their
the neighbour’s party wall, which had
become 2 storage area far sandpits,
bikes and other paraphernalis of the
couple’s two children, Oliver. Jour, and
two-year-cld leabells, Although il was
only about 51t wite, this would provide
enough extra room te transform the

‘The kitchen’s north-facing

and we always had to

have the lights on even in

the height of summer’

long, but narrow kitchen into a good
tamily-sized space.

5o with the help of architect Willlam
Tazer, Amands and Anthony st about
drawing up plans. Like most jobs such as this,
ehve birie was 1o create exirs space,

‘and light. The kitchien's north-facing and we
abways had to have the lights on, even in tha
height of summer.” says Amanda, “so we
wanted to open it up &s much as possible ”
This meant taking out the full length of the

Interjors
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lateral wall and putting in some very
expentive baam work, It would probably
have cost haif as much to just open up.
sections of the side wall and put upa
conservatory type roof, but then it would end
up fealing like a very sxpensive corriden”
Tozer suggesting putting the kitchen
down one wall to maximsse the play area
and putting in o flat glass roal, something
ha'd done very successhully on
saveral commercial jobs. “This
detail was critical,” he says,
“as it ties the roof into the same
reclangular geometry of the rest of
the design. A mare standard
pitched roct might have been easier
to build but it would have detracted
frovm thie sense of the new space being &
centinuation of the rest of the
room, and like
mast other rear
extensions of this
type it would
probably have
looked more Like
a tacked-on
afterthought. Ina
similar way, the

recessed shell in the side wall mérrars the
space between the Low and high-level
ldtchen cabinets. No matter how small the
lob, as an architect you should always gve
carelul consideration to issues of form,
scale, prepertion and space.” The final
detail was full-height folding doors to
open on to the garden and again to letin
as much light a5 passibile.

amay
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-4 This baing London, there was. the usual
problern finding bullders Lo take on he
work. “The first ane quated £140,000,
Amanda says with disbelief. 71 just & d 8t
i and sald, That's Alice in Wondertand”
Although we were doing this for ourselves
and not to make & profit, local estate agerts
told vt we'd probably put abeut £50,000 on
the value of the house, 0 we didn’t want to
stray toa far fram that

Fortunately friends recommanded a local

. firm, Stells Rossa Builders, wha quated

£42.000 fer the building wark and £5.000 for
the purpose-built MOF kitchen, and even
offered £7,000 interest-Iree credit, With
architects, surveyors’ and engineers’ fess,
that would take the whale cest i about
£55,000, Hawving citained party wall
agreement [no planning permission was
needed a3 the extension is less than 15 per
cant of ground floor areal, Stelia Rossa put
& temparary kitchen in the Varnavas' sitting
roorm and set to with @ siedgehammer

At times we felt Like we were camping.”
says Amanda, Thut it was good to be on site
10 keep an eye on things.” For example,
whan they discovered the Lay of drains
fmeanl the access panel epuldn’t be moved,
the digtrict surveyor insisted that they had
an ugly access hatch in their oak foor. Bul
they bownd that Kahss make 8 wooden floor
that clicks together without glue. “They say
ou can take it with you when you maove. Fm
et sure we'd guite want 1o 2o that, but it

Pt ——
ke, Abwwgh S avimates that 4 co har wedt hat
merngtat
B carriter 8000, it waa the whls saimg
siasey mhat . st - she sy, e
- Bhmars Likesd the o of e kiiches e
e b, R 1 S50 of the Reme, e
] ol Rpars caie e Eigethinr, mbwn the
ey e chalarem can play and inends cart hang
o sut whis [m e
A air male 43 91 3 3080 b e
o all
e WanR 10 BChaaee.”
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“When it rains the water casts great
shadows and ripples across the room’

does mean we can get Bccess 19 1h
marhale f needs be - and the min 1hing
is the survayor's happy.”

Twelve wesks later, they were able to
mave back in, Despite the children, they ve

gone for @ siee, white, minimal look. “Well,

you can’l grve in 1o them totsily, can you?™

“a fantastic space”

“it completely changed
the way we use the house”

“...extra space, storage and
light."

a3ys Amanda ver the namse of Oliver and
Isabella jurmping excitedly en the sate. In
tact, she says, it's all sarprisingly low
maintenance. For examgple. the imestone
worktop ot to be na such thing, Eut
a man-mace stone compasite called
Caesarstane. Because imestone s
parous, it's a nighimare lor stasning, but
with this stutf you Lesve Ribena on it all
riight and ciean it it in the moming,” she
says. Similarly, the satin finish on the units
wipes down easily, and when the walls lo:
too grubiby, sha'll just get 1ne reiler out

In the maantirne thi wnole family is
enjoying the exira space. “I'S completely
changed the way we e the house.” says
Armands. “We spend most of our day in hare
riow, especially with summer coming, anc |
rio langer have to worry about what the
children are getting up 1o in the sitting rosm
niat door. Even when if's raining s &
lantastic space, with the water casting these
great shadows &nd rippies across he roam,
It was definitely weeth all the afiort.” @
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