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‘Willam has introduced light 1o the
npace with the lightbaox in the wility
room wall and a fight well at the front
of the building in very cléves. It gives
an amanng sense of light and, on
sunny days, you'd never guess the
rooms wore below ground level.
How long did it take o build?

The antire process took two years
but the builders wer in for fve and a
half monthes. Access was difficull. so
during this fmes we moved into rentod
accommodation.

Has it changed the wiry you use the
rest of the house?

Yes, comphately. The basernant has
brocght & whale naw dimension fo
the house and makes i feal 10 much
Hijgger. Wo definitely gravitate
Mowrds fhe sitting room and the
Wichen above. | was worried that

it would seem vary modarn in
comparisan with the rest of the

room. Laft: svon the
dosign of the ulity
mom works hard i
ke e moet of
he 3peca allocated

floor to a terraced house

To create a new floor underneath a Victorian terraced house
equlpped with hi-tech gadgets and lighting, as well as copious amounts of storage

TR | w4 o e oo
the basement?

Our howse is a classic Victarian
tarrace with ona Iving space that
acied as the loungs, the playroom
= fhe sludy. It was just oo small
and clausirophabic with oar two
chedron, Thomas and Jamio. We'd
Alreadly comvaried the lofi and Kthed
& rew kitchan it the back, s0 gong
dhowen i the ondy option left.
‘What was the space like before?
There was & very small cellar, the
wadth of the main halbway above. We
stared our wine dowen there and all the
tuff that you'd wsually put i the loff
= which, as I've said, we'd comried,
Why did you employ an architect?
We thought an architect would be

house, but 1he starcase Hies the ol in
with the new and it works beilkanty,
What's your favourite thing sbout
the project?

The storage. The bespoks TV unit
has loads of space lor DVDs, wdeos
and ather bas and preces. Thers is
storage space built in undernoath the
stairs, concaaked in tha walls of the
wiility resomn and bethind the marrors in
the bathroom. There's so much space
that | hawen'i besn able to Kl it
What would be your advice for
others embarking on similar work?
I you can move oul dusing
constructian, do, and don't be afraid
bo bare an architect and go for a mons
individual approach.

Is there anything you'd change?
Mao. Doing something so drassic fo
our hame was quite scary al the time,
Bt nw it's finished and we're ving
in it, | absolutaly kove i

more smaginative than & bassmant A the wecod in

company, and Willam was I v starcare
recammandud 1o s by friends. schos e llooting
Ha also atiersd 1o project-manage, | ining room.
sanving 128 the headache of This rocen et
co-cedhnating the wholn process. :ﬁ"‘:"“"""
'What brief did you give? M.w‘ h‘

W askod for a lving space,
downstairs bathroom, utility reem
and lots of storage. Andy had abways
waried a plasma-screen TV and
surround sound, 3o that was also

o0 our list,

How much input did you have in
the design?

We ware happy o beave William to
ot on with it We did reduce the size
of the origsnal design to cut the cost,
but everything alse staved. The way
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“...The way William has introduced
light to the space... is very clever”

“...an amazing sense of light"

“...brought a whole new dimension
to the house”



