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The scheme consists of a full 
refurbishment to an existing restaurant in 
Fitzrovia, London; the new cafe, Lantana, 
has recently won Best New Cafe in the 
Time Out London Awards.

The spatial and formal design strategy was 
precipitated by ducts that occupy much of 
the street frontage, venting an electrical 
sub-station in the basement. Timber 
slats enclose and disguise the ducts, 
providing the required permeability while 
creating a high bar for indoor and outdoor 
seating; the existing shopfront glazing 
has been replaced with a hinged window, 
encouraging interaction with the outside 
area. The service counter and bench 
seating to the interior continue the formal 
language of the bar, and together these 
three rectilinear timber volumes divide the 
space loosely into zones of service, and 
indoor and outdoor seating. 

A distinction is drawn between the modern 
insertion of sculptural timber volumes 
and associated white planes that enclose 
various functional elements and the 
existing building into which they have been 
placed. Through the addition of a white 
paint finish, the existing ceilings and walls 
have been curated and brought into a new 
relationship with the modern insertions, but 
are otherwise preserved in their raw and 
partially finished state.
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Now Grade II Listed, St Barnabas Church 
was built in the 1830s. Having fallen into 
disrepair, it was deconsecrated in 1979 and 
used as a workshop by an altruist involved 
in supporting homeless people.  

The challenge was to provide modern 
training, kitchen and restaurant facilities 
with minimum intervention to the historic 
fabric. Since 1995, Training for Life 
has returned over 12,000 homeless, 
unemployed people to education and 
employment. The ethos was to provide a 
quality eating experience with all profits 
returned to the charity. The staff work 
towards a hospitality industry qualification 
and are helped to find permanent 
employment.  

The ‘theatre’ kitchen and restaurant are 
situated centrally, with staircase access to 
a dining mezzanine, the preparation of food 
integral to the eating experience. Local 
craftsmen collaborated in the creation 
of the fine joinery and flame-patterned 
steelwork. The internal colour scheme 
reflects the original, vibrant Victorian 
decorations of the Church.
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